
saying which [Jesus] spoke to them@ (v. 
49).  We do not hear about any reprimands 

or interrogations 
(well, Mary 
interrogates 
Jesus a little bit, 
but wouldn=t you 
have done the 
same thing?) but 
only openness to 
and wonder in 
the face of God=s 
will.   

What we are 
told is that Jesus 
Awent down 
with [Joseph and 
Mary]Yand was 
obedient to them 
(v. 51)@.  Joseph 
received respect!  

After all, if Jesus was submissive to His 
Mother at the Wedding Feast of Cana (cf. 
Jn 2:1-12) as a grown manCand with His 
disciples watching, no less!Chow much 
more  would he have submitted as a youth 
to Joseph as head of the household?  Let 
us pray, then, for ourselves but especially 
for all fathers, that like St. Joseph, all of us 
would, in gentleness of spirit, be open and 
docile to God=s perfect will as well as able 
to command authority, when appropriate, 
with integrity of heart and nobility of 
character. 

*This phrase can also be translated as 
“I must be about my Father’s work.”  In 
either translation, Jesus refers to God as 
his Father.  His divine sonship, and his 
obedience to his heavenly Father’s will, 
take precedence over his ties to his family.  
(from the website of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops)

In Chapter 2 of Luke=s gospel we read 
the account of the finding of Jesus in the 
Temple.  On 
finding him in 
the midst of the 
teachers, his 
mother said:

ASon, why 
have you done 
this to us?  You 
see that your 
father and 
I have been 
searching for 
you in sorrow.@  
He said to 
them:  AWhy 
did you search 
for me?  Did 
you not know 
I had to be in 
my Father=s house?”*  But they did 
not grasp what he said to them. (Lk 2:
48-50)
Have you ever thought about how you 

would have felt if you were St. Joseph and 
heard your son suggest that you are not 
his father?  Having provided for Mary and 
Jesus, even traveling to Egypt to protect 
Jesus from Herod=s rage, it is not hard 
to imagine that Joseph would be deeply 
hurt.  Our response might reflect that hurt 
by lashing out, speaking harsh words that 
we would come to regret.  Of course, 
we could never truly think St. Joseph 
would take such issue with the situation 
at hand, obedient and docile as he ever 
was to the Father=s will.  In fact, all that 
the Scriptures tell us of this encounter 
with Jesus concerning St. Joseph is that he 
and Mary Ahad been looking for [Jesus] 
anxiously,@ and Awhen [Joseph and Mary] 
saw [Jesus] they were astonished (v. 
48)@,  and Athey did not understand the D
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 Our most recent Jubilarian 
is Sister Mary of the 
Blessed Sacrament, who on  
December 16th  celebrated 60 
years of profession.  Sister 
comes from a family of seven 
children, most of whom have 
predeceased her, she being the 
youngest.  Sister hails from 
Ironwood in Upper Michigan. 
As the last child of John and 
Catherine Kuczala, Sister tells 
a touching story about her 
mother.  It seems that she was 
not in good health, and, after 
the birth of her fifth child, the doctor advised her not 
to have any more children.  Her mother responded: 
AI=ll have as many children as God wants me to have.@  
Her next child was a boy for whom the mother had so 
ardently longed.  It seems that the Father was just as 
excited since he went around the neighborhood at 2:00 
a.m. waking up the neighbors and handing out cigars!  
After two years, Elaine, the subject of our story, made 
her appearance as the grand finale of the family.

Her brother, Lawrence and his wife, Barbara,   
came all the way from 
Arizona for Sister=s 
jubilee Mass and 
celebration, and were 
joined by many nieces 
and nephews mostly 
from around Michigan. 

Since Sister=s small 
town did not have a 
Catholic school, she 
attended their small 
public school, but the 
pastor of their parish 
of St. Michael=s was 
very eager for the 
children to learn their 
Catholic doctrine, so he 
invited two Oxford Dominicans,  Sister Mary Vincent 
and Sister Mary Lawrence,  to teach catechism for 
two hours every Saturday.  Then, before receiving 
the sacrament of confirmation, the children had to go 
every day after school for catechism lessons.  Life was 

not all work and study.  There 
was a break between the two 
hours, and Msgr Ronkowski 
tried to make it enjoyable.

Elaine was especially 
impressed with Sister Mary 
Vincent, and can, perhaps, 
trace her Dominican vocation 
to this dedicated Sister.  (In 
early childhood she had told 
her parents that she wanted to 
go to the convent.  They both 
smiled and said AWait and 
see.@)

Later, Elaine became a girl 
scout, and sang in the Church choir.  Sister recounts 
that in High School one of her friends told them about 
a woman in town who predicted that one of them - a 
brunette - would do something very, very good with 
her life, and would never marry.  The girls started 
teasing each other about which of them was going to 
the convent.  Elaine objected, AThat doesn=t mean you 
have to be a nun!@  Two years later, guess who entered 
the convent!  The rebellious one!

  In July after graduation, Elaine moved to 
Detroit and got a job 
at Cadillac Motor 
Car Division in the 
accounting department.  
Then the Lord began 
speaking to her heart 
again.  She sought 
spiritual direction 
from Fr. Youngblood 
at her parish of Holy 
Redeemer.  She began 
a novena to find out 
where God wanted 
her, and on the last day 
of the novena, Father 
gave her one of our 
vocation brochures 

- and you know the rest of the story!  After visiting 
the monastery and speaking to the prioress and her 
councillors, ASister Elaine@, as she was to be known 
until she received the habit, entered the Monastery 
of the Blessed Sacrament on Oakland Avenue on 

A Pre-Christmas Jubilee ~ Sister Mary of the Blessed Sacrament

Sr. Mary of  the Blessed Sacrament renews her vows 
in the hands of Sr. Mary of the Sacred Heart, prioress

Sister with her family at the jubilee reception
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September 5, 1954.  Sister seemed to fi t well into the 
life and, on July 3,1955, was clothed in the Dominican 
habit and was given the religious name of Sister Mary 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Her clothing day was not without it=s cross.  Her 
father, who had been diagnosed with cancer, was not 
able to be with her on this special day.  He died shortly 
after this occasion.  About a year after her clothing, 
Sister was allowed to make her temporary profession 
of vows.   (The time before profession is now set at two 
years for everyone.)

After her profession of Solemn vows three years 
later, life seemed to fl ow along gracefully.  Sister 
had different assignments throughout the years: 
Infi rmarian, Editor of Echoes, Vestiarian, helper in 
the Print Shop, Extern Assistant, Kitchen Assistant, 
Sacristan, Altar Bread Department, Liturgical 
Directress, all of which she has enjoyed.

Sister Mary of the Blessed Sacrament wishes to 
express her gratitude to God, to Our Blessed Mother, 
St. Dominic, her beloved family and Sisters of the 
Monastery, the priests, friends and all who have 
helped her along the way these sixty years.  Amen.  
Alleluia!

A Pre-Christmas Jubilee ~ Sister Mary of the Blessed Sacrament

Sister’s parents, Catherine and John

Sister’s niece, Elaine, and brother, Larry, 
brought up the offertory gifts

Coming This November
(Corrected)

2nd Annual Benefit
Dinner (Nov. 10)

Christmas Bazaar
(Nov. 11-12)

Stay Tuned for
Additional Details

Introducing a New 
Addition to the 

Chapel

We are indebted to 
Rafael Garcia and several 
of our dear friends who 
arranged for the purchase 
and delivery of a beautiful 
bronze statue of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.  What began 
as a dream over 5 years 
ago, became a reality when 
this 5 foot image of Our 
Lady was safely placed on 
the marble pedestal at the 
back of the public chapel.  
What a special treat it was 
to be able to have the image 
blessed on December 12, 
the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe.  Our deepest 
thanks to all who  made this 
possible.Our Lady and Rafael Garcia & sons 
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The name 
AMother Teresa@ 
is a household 
name for most 
Catholics, indeed 
for a good part of 
the world.  How 
many nuns, for 
example, have been 
invited to speak at 
a meeting of the 
United Nations?  
Thousands and 
thousands of 
admirers packed 

St Peters= Square on September 16, 2016, when Pope 
Francis canonized the diminutive Missionary of 
Charity.  As the Year of Mercy, proclaimed by Pope 
Francis, draws to a close, it seemed fitting to share 
with our readers a little meditation by St. Mother 
Teresa, written as though spoken by Jesus to each 
of us. Though it is a bit long, may we suggest that 
you read it to the very end; then take a few minutes 
each day to meditate on one or two paragraphs as 
though Jesus were speaking these very words to you.  
Try to say something to Him in reply, even if only 
one sentence.  You will find this brief effort a very 
prayerful experience, and, it can be on-going.

AIT IS TRUE.  I stand at the door of your heart, 
day and night.  Even when you are not listening, even 
when you doubt it could be Me, I am there.  I await 
even the smallest sign of your response, even the least 
whispered invitation that will allow Me to enter.

And I want you to know that whenever you invite 
Me, I do come - always, without fail.  Silent and 
unseen I come, but with infinite power and love, and 
bringing the many gifts of My Spirit.  I come with My 
mercy, with My desire to forgive and heal you, with 
a love for you beyond your comprehension - a love 
every bit as great as the love I have received from 
the Father (AAs much as the Father has loved Me, I 
have loved you. . .@ (John 15:10)   I come - longing to 
console you and give you strength, to lift you up and 
bind all your wounds.  I bring you My light, to dispel 
your darkness and all your doubts.  I come with My 
power, that I might carry you and all your burdens; 

with My grace, to touch your heart and transform your 
life; and My peace I give to still your soul.

I know you through and through.  I know 
everything about you.  The very hairs of your head I 
have numbered.  Nothing in your life is unimportant 
to Me.  I have followed you through the years, and I 
have always loved you - even in your wanderings.  I 
know every one of your problems.  I know your needs 
and your worries.  And yes, I know all your sins.  But 
I tell you again that I love you - not for what you have 
or haven=t done - I love you for you, for the beauty and 
dignity My Father gave you by creating you in His 
own image.  It is a dignity you have often forgotten, 
a beauty you have tarnished by sin.  But I love you as 
you are, and I have shed My Blood to win you back.  
If you only ask Me with faith, My grace will touch all 
that needs changing in your life, and I will give you the 
strength to free yourself from sin and all its destructive 
power.

I know what is in your heart - I know your 
loneliness and all your hurts - the rejections, the 
judgments, the humiliations;  I carried it all before you.  
And I carried it all for you, so you might share My 
strength and victory.  I know especially your need for 
love - how you are thirsting to be loved and cherished.  
But how often have you thirsted in vain, by seeking 
that love selfishly, striving to fill the emptiness inside 
you with passing pleasures - with the even greater 
emptiness of sin.

Do you thirst for love?  ACome to Me all you who 
thirst. . . A(Jn 7:37) I will satisfy you and fill you.  Do 
you thirst to be cherished?  I cherish you more than 
you can imagine - to the point of dying on a cross for 
you.

I thirst for you.  Yes, that is the only way to even 
begin to describe My love for you.  I THIRST FOR 
YOU.  I thirst to love you and to be loved by you - that 
is how precious you are to Me.  I THIRST FOR YOU.   
Come to Me and I will fill your heart and heal your 
wounds.  I will make you a new creation, and give you 
peace, even in all your trials.  I THIRST FOR YOU.  
You must never doubt My mercy, My acceptance of 
you, My desire to forgive, My longing to bless you 
and live my life in you.  I THIRST FOR YOU.  If you 
feel unimportant in the eyes of the world, that matters 
not at all.  For Me, there is no one any more important 
in the entire world than you.  I THIRST FOR YOU.  

“I Thirst For You”
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Open to Me, come to Me, thirst for Me, give Me your 
life - and I will prove to you how important you are to 
My Heart.

Don=t you realize that My Father already has a 
perfect plan to transform your life, beginning from this 
moment?  Trust in Me.  Ask Me every day to enter and 
take charge of your life - and I will.  I promise you 
before My Father in heaven that I will work miracles 
in your life.  Why should I do this?  Because I THIRST 
FOR YOU.  All I ask of you is that you entrust 
yourself to Me completely.  I will do all the rest.  Even 
Now I behold the place My Father has prepared for 
you in my Kingdom.

Remember that you are a pilgrim in this life, on a 
journey home.  Sin can never satisfy you, or bring the 
peace you seek.  All that you have sought outside of 
Me has only left you more empty, so do not cling to 
the things of this life.  Above all, do not run from Me 
when you fall. Come to Me without delay.  When you 
give Me your sins, you give Me the joy of being your 
Savior.  There is nothing I cannot forgive and heal; so 
come now and unburden your soul.

No matter how far you may wander, no matter how 
often you forget Me, no matter how many crosses you 
may bear in this life, there is one thing I want you to 
always remember, one thing that will never change.  I 

THIRST FOR YOU - just as you are.  You don=t need 
to change to believe in My love, for it will be your 
belief in My love that will change you.  You forget Me, 
and yet I am seeking you every moment of the day 
- standing at the door of your heart and knocking.  Do 
you find this hard to believe?  Then look at the cross, 
look at My Heart that was pierced for you.  Have you 
not understood My cross?  Then listen again to the 
words I spoke there - for they will tell you clearly why 
I endured all this for you: AI THIRST@- as the rest of 
the psalm verse I was praying says of Me:  AI looked 
for love, and I found none.@ (Ps 69)  All of your life I 
have been looking for your love.  I have never stopped 
seeking to love you and be loved by you.  You have 
tried many other things in your search for happiness; 
why not try opening your heart to Me, right now, more 
than you ever have before.

Whenever you do open the door of your heart, 
whenever you come close enough, you will hear Me 
say to you again and again, not in mere human words 
but in spirit:  ANo matter what you have done, I love 
you for your own sake.  Come to Me with your misery 
and your sins, with your troubles and needs, and with 
all your longing to be loved.  I stand at the door of 
your heart and knock.  Open to Me, for I THIRST FOR 
YOU. . .@

“I Thirst For You”

       Shortly after Mass on Thanksgiving Day, 2016, Our Prioress, Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart, accompanied by 
a group of the nuns, met with some of our friends in the visiting parlor for the yearly drawing of the Sweepstakes 
Winners.  Each ticket was drawn with a flourish by one of the nuns.  And the winners were . . .Ta Dah!:                     

First Prize of $1,000.00:  J. Marson Eastpointe, MI
Second Prize of $500.00: M, Marini Farmington Hills, MI

The five Third Prize winners of $100.00 were:
 C. Burton   Lansing, MI
 M. Duberg  Rochester Hills, MI
 D. Levine  Farmington Hills, MI
 S. Komarnicki  Warren, MI
 T. Bell   Clarkdale, AZ

        We rejoice with these winners, and we offer our sincere thanks to them and to all who so graciously partook of 
the sweepstakes.  We ask our dear Lord to bless a hundredfold the generosity of one and all.  The total amount that 
came in was $25,067.00.

Sweepstakes Winners
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On November 10, 2016, the first annual 
Benefit Dinner for the Monastery of the Blessed 
Sacrament took place at the beautiful Shenandoah 
Country Club in West Bloomfield, MI.  Over 500 
guests gathered for this fundraiser to support the 
monastery’s expansion and renovation.  A silent 
auction was also held in conjunction with the 
banquet and the 
attendees were 
able to bid on 
a large variety 
of items.  The 
evening was 
a tremendous 
success 
and plans 
are already 
underway 
for the next 
Benefit Dinner which is tentatively scheduled for 
November, 2017.

The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron, the 
Archbishop of Detroit, graciously accepted the 
invitation to be our guest speaker. He talked 
about the importance of religious life in the 
Church and the value of the Monastery of the 
Blessed Sacrament’s presence in the Archdiocese.  
The Most Reverend Jibrail Kassab, Archbishop 
of the Eparchy of Saint Thomas the Apostle of 
Sydney, prayed a moving invocation in Aramaic. 
Doubtless, many guests were touched by hearing 
a prayer in Jesus’ native language.

Estee Alias, the daughter of Maisoun Alias 
gave a heartfelt tribute to her mother who 
tragically passed away last year at the age of 54, 

Benefit Dinner
after a painful struggle 
with cancer.  It had 
been Mae’s wish to see 
the completion of the 
monastery’s renovation 
before she died. In 
the dinner program a 
quote from the sisters 
of the monastery read, 
“We love you and 
thank you for all the 
energy and the love 
you shared with us and 
for all the wonderful 
people you brought 
into our lives. Thank you for making this evening 
possible.” We are sure that her memory will 
inspire others to help and support us as we finish 

our important 
construction 
projects.

Theresa 
Saroki and 
Andy Patros, 
members of 
the Leadership 
Team which 
is helping us 
with our capital 
campaign, 

spoke of how they were introduced to the 
monastery through Mae.  Both recounted how 
they were reluctant to get involved but Mae 
convinced them to help.  Theresa and Andy, along 
with Dave Nona, were instrumental in planning of 

Maisoun (Mae) Alias
July, 1961 - February, 2016

continued on page 7

The Most Reverend Allen Vigneron and The Most Reverend  
Jibrail Kassab

From left: Johnny Sirrey, Johnny Yaldoo, Alan  & Theresa Saroki, Linda Yaldoo and 
Chris Sirrey 

Our volunteers from left:  Estee Alias, Lamya Kory, Mar-
sha Saroki, Iman Chagori & Linda Yaldoo
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Donate on-line via Credit Card (“Givng”) or PayPal at www.opnuns-fh.org and please, if you can, remember us in your will.

 Please check here if no
 acknowledgment needed 

Intentions:

Name: 
Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone, email:

St. Joseph Novena Prayer

St. Joseph, man of prayer, help us to stand with you before God, humble, attentive, faith-filled, awaiting the 
loving mercy of His providence.  Teach us to pray as you did, with the inner simplicity and trust of silent prayer 
and the purity and strength of worship in union with our brothers and sisters.  

The whole world is your child, Joseph.  Be protector and advocate for the searching and the sorrowing, 
the struggling and the straying, for all of us who long for peace and the fullness of life.  Take our lives, our 
times, our needs into your fatherly care, so that we may follow Christ Jesus down pathways of holiness and 
wholeness.  Enfold us and those we love in your prayer, father Joseph.  Obtain for us the daily bread of grace 
we need for this life, so that we may come at last in your company to the eternal joy of Heaven.  Amen

Printed with permission of the Carmelite Monastery, Terre Haute, Indiana

ST. JOSEPH NOVENA:  MARCH 11 - 19

the Benefit Dinner.  Without their involvement, 
the event could not have taken place.  We 
are deeply indebted to them for their loving 
assistance. 

The guests then watched a promotional video 
that showed religious life within the monastery 
and explained the urgent need for our building’s 
improvement. This video, as well as a second 

version produced to foster vocations, is available 
on our website (www.opnuns-fh.org).  We hope 
that they will not only generate support for our 
capital campaign, but that they will also draw 
young women who have a religious vocation to 
visit the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament.

The meal and video were followed by an 
appeal for financial support of our ongoing 

Benefit Dinner, continued

Estee Alias and Andy Patros

The Mazur Family, from left: Richard, Theresa, Rick & Cathy continued on page 8
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echoes is published four times a year for the friends of the Dominican Cloistered 
Nuns, Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament, 29575 Middlebelt Road, 
Farmington Hills MI 48334-2311

WEB ADDRESS:  www.opnuns-fh.org
Donate on-line via PayPal or Credit Card (“Givng”)

Prayer Line:  248-626-8253

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
   HOLY THURSDAY   4:00 pm MASS; 
              Doors open 8:00 am; Gift Shop open until 3:30 pm 
   GOOD FRIDAY    3:00 pm   Veneration of the Cross with Communion Service
              Doors open 8:00 am; Gift Shop Closed All Day
   HOLY SATURDAY   Doors open 8:00 am - 5:00 pm; Gift Shop open until 4:00 pm
  EASTER VIGIL MASS  11:00 pm; Doors open 10:45 pm
  EASTER MORNING   9:30 am Mass; Doors open at 9:00 am and close at Noon

capital campaign. The 
guests were asked to 
make a contribution or 
pledge, and to fill out 
a commitment card on 
their table. We are happy 
and thankful to announce 
that the event raised over 
$130,000! Lord willing, 
next year’s dinner will be 
just as successful and we 
will finish the monastery’s 

expansion and renovation in 2018.
The dinner ended with a closing prayer by Fr. 

David Santoro, O.P., the monastery’s chaplain 
since 2007.  His love of Sacred Scripture and his 
Bible Study classes have led to many new friends 
for the monastery.  

Finally, we wish to express our heartfelt 
appreciation to everyone who helped make the 

Benefit Dinner such a 
big success.  In addition 
to those mentioned 
above, we would like to 
include the volunteers 
who assisted before, 
during and after the 
event.  A special note 
of thanks goes to 
Theresa Mazur who 
provided the beautiful 
table centerpieces, to 
Katie Sesi (whom we 
first met at a concert 
benefit here in 2009), 
played the violin and to Ruth Myers, who played 
the harp.  We are also very grateful to those 
who provided items for the auction and we are 
especially indebted to all of you who attended and 
who helped spread the word about the banquet.  
We hope to see all of you again this November, 
2017!

Benefit Dinner, conclusion

Harpist, Ruth MyersViolinist, Katie Sesi


