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St. John Vianney was said to have once 
exclaimed during Mass while elevating and 
carrying the consecrated host: “I carry Him 
to the right and He stays on the right; I carry 
Him to the left and He stays on the left!”    It 
truly is amazing when you think about it: God 
Almighty taking on the appearance of a little 
piece of bread and some wine.  For many, it 
is absolutely ludicrous!  Yet, 
so our faith teaches us and 
so we believe.  It is for this 
reason, among others, that 
in centuries past and even 
down to our own day, various 
groups of non-believers 
have been astonished by 
the tenets of the faith to the 
point of persecuting and 
exterminating large groups 
of Christians.   Nevertheless, 
it is this “source and summit 
of the Christian life” (Lumen 
Gentium no. 11) on which 
we rely for all that we have 
and are; for It is Jesus Christ 
Himself, Who is “the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life” (Jn 
14:6).  

We learn all we need to 
know from the Eucharist, 
particularly the lessons of obedience, humility 
and service.  As the Curé of Ars notes in the 
quote above, Christ in the Eucharist teaches 
us obedience in that He deigns to come down 
from heaven, so to speak, each time a mere 
human being—the priest—says the words 
of consecration.  Jesus is utterly docile and 
helpless—even more so than as the infant 
of Bethlehem, who could at least cry out 
and show signs of displeasure.  What was it 
that He said about doing what was asked of 
Him?  “Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you” (Mt 7:7).  As the perfect Son 
of the Eternal Father, He is yet obedient to the 
Father’s desire that all should “be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 
2:4).  

And talk about humility!  We learn 
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from the saints that true humility is a perfect 
recognition of who you are—with all your 
weaknesses and strengths.   What does that 
mean for Jesus—God—in the Eucharist?  In 
His utter helplessness, we learn that He doesn’t 
need a display of might to prove His infinite 
power.  In His coming to us as food we learn of 
His perfect love of, and dedication to, serving 

His creatures.  In the utter 
sublimity of His Truth, we 
learn that He is the One Who 
is not only our Exemplar, 
but the One into Whom we 
must be transformed.  It is 
not enough for us to imitate 
Christ; we must become 
Christ.  This is what we learn 
from our humble, Eucharistic 
God. 

Finally, Christ in the 
Eucharist teaches us gratitude.  
In fact, the word Eucharist 
comes from the Greek word 
for thanksgiving.  In His 
prayer to the Father in John’s 
Gospel, Jesus proclaims of His 
disciples, “they are Your gift 
to me” (Jn 20:24).  Our Lord 
is no ungrateful recipient!  He 
runs to claim His prize.  In 

Lk 22:15, Jesus tells His disciples at His last 
Passover meal, “I have eagerly desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer…”.  The 
author of the Letter to the Hebrews, in 12:2, 
tells us, “For the sake of the joy that lay before 
him he endured the cross, despising its shame.”  
He pours out all His blood to secure His prize 
for Himself, and then He comes daily as food 
to enjoy this same prize and continue drawing 
to Himself what still remains unclaimed—us!  
All of sinful humanity!  

In our own response of gratitude for this 
inexpressible gift, let us not be lukewarm in our 
desire to receive our Lord in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament.  He is there for us each moment 
of the day, in the host at Mass, waiting in the 
Tabernacle, and in the prayer of the Church.  
Do not be afraid to ask Him for all that you 
need; He is never outdone in generosity.       
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Recently, we received the building permits 
from the City of Farmington Hills for the 
expansion and renovation of the infirmary; 
expansion and remodeling of the lobby and Gift 
Shop and the construction of a canopy over the 
entrance walkways.  Thankfully, the long-awaited 
project has begun.  Actually, the first work to be 
completed, the building of a gravel road from 
the parking lot to a temporary double gate in the 
monastery wall, was finished before the permit 
arrived.  This was possible because that portion 
of the Middlebelt drain project which involved 
our corner for the past several years was finished.  
Rather than remove the stone access road and 
grade our property to original condition, the stone 
was used for an access road for our project.  This 
road and gate will allow heavy equipment to 
reach the construction site inside the monastery’s 
enclosure.  Eventually, the temporary gate will be 
replaced by a more attractive one that will allow 
for easier access to our property if needed.

Before the permits could be issued, we also 
had to install temporary fences around the 
construction areas as well as around trees that 
were not scheduled to be cut down.  With the 
help of three volunteers from two Councils of the 
Knights of Columbus, this was accomplished.  
The permits soon followed and work began.  We 
were able to remove the trees where the new 
foundations would be laid.  Cutting down these 
natural beauties—some of them were old and very 
large—was a bittersweet but unavoidable task.  
On the positive side, we will be replanting, as 
required by the City, following the completion of 
construction. This we are happy to do because we 
love trees!

Currently, the construction crews are building 
the foundation for the new infirmary wing, which 
will be a vital addition to our monastery.  As soon 
as the new wing is finished, we will move the 
sisters — there are currently seven! — from the 
old infirmary into the new addition.  Thankfully, 
sisters will no longer have to eat meals, receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation or have doctors’ 
visits or therapy in the halls because of cramped 

conditions.
The plan for the old infirmary is also very 

exciting: once everyone is moved into the new 
wing, the old section will be totally renovated.  
The design includes two patient rooms of the same 
quality as those in the new wing, a small dining 
area, a kitchenette, a hydrotherapy room, an 
examination room, storage areas and office space.  
When both wings of the infirmary are finished 
there will be capacity for eleven sisters who need 
special care or assistance.    

The next phase of the monastery’s expansion 
and renovation is scheduled to begin in May.  It 
will include the construction of a canopy around 
the outside of the chapel to protect visitors from 
falling ice, snow and rain.  There will also be 
a confessional built in the chapel — currently 
confessions are taking place in the sacristy, sisters’ 
visiting parlor or gift shop office, which are 
not ideal locations for this essential Sacrament.  
Moreover, additional office space, and a larger 
book and gift shop will be added.  The bookstore 
and gift shop is an important dimension of 
monastery’s apostolic outreach, and we are eager 
to provide more spiritual resources and religious 
items for the public.  

By the grace of God, all the major construction 
at the monastery will be completed before the end 
of the year.  Please include this intention in your 
prayers for us!  It is difficult to adequately express 
in words our sincere gratitude for each one of you 
who has supported the monastery by your prayers 
and contributions and helped make all the current 
major improvements possible!  Please be assured 
of our continued prayers to the Lord Jesus for you 
and your intentions!

Finally, we still need to raise an additional 
$1,500,000 to pay for all of the construction 
work that has been planned.  If you are able to 
make a first-time or an additional donation to the 
monastery’s capital campaign please consider 
doing so soon.  And please don’t forget to include 
us in your estate planning if you can.  For more 
information about ways to support the monastery 
through planned giving please contact us.

Hurray, Hurray! We’re On Our Way!! . . . & We Have Pictures To Prove It!
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Hurray, Hurray! We’re On Our Way!! . . . & We Have Pictures To Prove It!

Construction trailer arrives Tree removal along temporary access road for construction traffic; 
also visible in the foreground is the mandatory barrier fence

Excavating Building forms and pouring the foundation

Pouring the foundation Poured foundation with insulation board added
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. . . Well, it was more like hitching a ride on a 
large front loader, after the work of removing him 
from his location of some thirty years in the garden 
near the 
house, where 
he kept watch 
over the 
novitiate and 
infirmary.   

This larger 
than life-size 
statue of St. 
Jude is a 
creation of 
our talented 
artist, Sister 

Mary Magdalen Coughlin who, later, went on the 
foundation to Canada, where she continues  to 
exercise her artistic abilities in many ways.  (While 
she was still with us, she also produced a beautiful 
statue of Our Lady of Lourdes for a community of 
Carmelite nuns.)  

When the preparations for the construction 
work began recently, those in charge realized 
that St. Jude might be in mortal danger of being 
accidentally demolished by a bulldozer or some 
other mammoth piece of equipment.   We are  
grateful to the construction company for agreeing 
to take care of this job, which involved digging 
down some three feet around the base of the statue, 
gingerly lifting it out of the ground with their huge 

equipment and transporting it to a far corner of the 
yard without damage even to his more vulnerable 
arms.  His chance of surviving the trip was 

estimated to 
be 60/40.

 We are 
so grateful 
that St Jude 
is safe, but 
he looks so 
lonely over 
in the far 
southeast 
corner of 
the yard.  
Hopefully, 

he can “hike” back when it’s safer for him.  The 
“Patron of Impossible Cases” should be able to 
manage that, don’t you think?

St. Jude Takes a Hike

Above:
St. Jude stands se-
rene amidst fallen 
tree limbs & heavy 
machinery

Left and right:
getting secured for 
the journey

Below:
barely visible 
behind the pickup 
truck (in circle)
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Donate on-line at www.opnuns-fh.org and please, if you can, remember us in your will.

Are they 
using more 
incense 
than they 
used to?

As exciting as it 
is to see construction 
work begin, there 
will be an impact 
on accessibility to 
the monastery.  It 
is anticipated that 
when work begins 
in the lobby and 
bookstore area this 
May, we will need to 
relocate our entrance 
and reception desk.  
We are considering 
moving these to 
the Guild Room 
(opposite side of 
chapel), but plans are not yet finalized.  It is also possible that the bookstore will be unavailable during this 
phase of the construction.

We do not, as yet, know the full impact of construction activities on our Corpus Christi celebration.  At 
present, we know that there is a possibility that we will not have a full outdoor procession with the Blessed 
Sacrament on Corpus Christi Sunday.  We are hoping that we will be able to modify the route so that we 
will be able to have a procession, even if it is shorter than in the past.  

For these reasons, we ask anyone planning to come to the monastery to call in advance.  Although the 
chapel will remain open, we would hate to have you make a trip to the bookstore and find that we had 
to close it temporarily.  Our number is 248-626-8253.  The answering machine message will be also be 
updated as necessary.  We will do our best to keep you informed.  We thank you for your patience during 
this exciting but trying time!  

One More Thing . . .

We’ve changed and we will change even more, please call before coming

Cartoon compliments of our talented employee, Tom Church
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. . .  AND SURVIVES TEN YEARS AS OUR 
MONASTERY CHAPLAIN

  Fr. David Santoro remembers 
the day he arrived at the monastery 
with his cat, Sheeba; and so do many 
of us.  We’re pretty sure that being 
sent as chaplain to a monastery of 
cloistered nuns (even though we were 
Dominicans) was not Father’s idea 
of an ideal assignment.  However, he 
took it like a man, and after a while, 
he began to see things in a more 
favorable light. 

Fr. David experienced an 
attraction to the priesthood and the 
Dominicans at an early age.  He 
attributes this in a special way to 
the Adrian Dominican Sisters who 
taught him at St. Augustine’s Grade 
School in Des Moines, Iowa.  He also remembers 
gratefully many other Dominican, Diocesan and Lay 
teachers who were influential in his life.   He also has 
a special gratitude to his loving parents, Charles and 
Roxie Santoro who passed on their faith to him.

 As a Dominican,  Father David received a broad 
education to equip him for his 
future assignments in the Order.   
He received his master’s degree 
in philosophy from the Aquinas 
Institute of Philosophy, River 
Forest, Il., in 1968.  In 1972, he 
received the master’s in theology 
from the Aquinas Institute of 
Theology, Dubuque, Iowa.  In 
1981, he received the master’s 
degree in English Literature 
from Loras College, Dubuque , 
Iowa.  His teaching assignments 
included Philosophy Instructor at 
Loras College and Clarke College; 
Theology Instructor and Assistant 
Professor of Theology at Xavier 
University, Louisiana, New Orleans.  Father also 
taught English and Logic at Fenwick High School, 
Oak Park, IL, and English and Religion at Dowling 
High School, Des Moines, Iowa, where he, himself 

had graduated as valedictorian in 1962.
 Fr. David was ordained on May 7, 1977, at St. 

Anthony of Padua Church on Canal Street by Bishop 
Harold Perry, auxiliary bishop of 
New Orleans, Louisiana.  He was 
ordained for St. Albert the Great 
Central Province of the Dominican 
Order in the United States.  At that 
time New Orleans was part of the 
Central Province, but is now part 
of the more recently established 
Southern Province.  Father Charles, 
Fr. David’s twin brother, also became 
a Dominican Priest.  Sadly, Fr. 
Charles died in 2003. 

 During his time in Des Moines, 
Father spent 15 years as Parochial 
Vicar at St. Mary of Nazareth Parish 
- Des Moines.   He was also involved 
in Catholic Radio.

Once he got settled at the monastery in 2007, 
and began to meet and make friends with the people 
who came to Mass here, etc., it wasn’t long before 
he found some activities that gave greater scope to 
his priestly and intellectual gifts.  Besides weekly 
classes with the novices, he has two bible classes 

with the laity: one here in the 
Guild Room, and one at nearby 
St. Gerald’s parish.          

Father attributes his happiness 
in his priestly and Dominican 
life to devotion to the Eucharist, 
to Our Blessed Mother, and 
obedience.   Asked for a statement 
for this article, Father David 
said:  “I am grateful to Our Lord 
for forty years of Dominican 
Priesthood, and I am grateful to 
my parents.”      

And we, the nuns are indeed 
grateful to God for Father David’s 
ten years with us.  We especially 
appreciate his reverent celebration 

of the Mass and his inspiring homilies (and the many 
friends he has attracted to the monastery).

  AD MULTOS ANNOS FR. DAVID!

Fr. David Celebrates 40 Years as a Dominican Priest...

Fr. David with Sheeba

Fr. Jim Andres, OFM Cap, with
Fr. David at the celebration of Fr. Jim’s 
Golden Jubilee of Ordination
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 acknowledgment needed 

Intentions:

Name: 
Address:
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Father Patrick Hyde is not entirely new to the 
Monastery.  Some of you may remember him from  the 
Corpus Christi novena in 2016.  Newly ordained (May 14), 
he was asked by Fr. James Marchionda, Prior Provincial 
of St. Albert the Great Province, to come for a visit to 
our community.  His visit coincided with our novena and 
Father carried the Blessed Sacrament in procession.

Fr. Patrick grew up in St. Louis and attended Catholic 
grade school and high school.  He attended the University 
of Richmond where he studied journalism and Latin. After 
college, he taught middle school English and theology 
for one year on the Navajo Reservation in Arizona at St. Michael Indian School, a 

school founded by St. Katharine Drexel.  While teaching, Fr. Patrick sensed God was calling him to religious 
life and a move back to the Midwest.  Through his schooling and early life, Father Patrick had contact with 
several religious orders and even began discernment with the Franciscans whom he encountered when teaching 
in Arizona.  However, it was his contact with a Dominican while he was a college sophomore that proved 
instrumental.  Father Hyde attended a “Come and See” weekend at the Dominican Priory in St. Louis and visited 
the Dominican provincial headquarters in Chicago.  He was attracted to the Dominican emphasis on study and 
their common life and prayer and entered the Dominican novitiate in 2009; he professed first vows in 2010.  Fr. 
Patrick earned a master’s degree in theology and a master of divinity degree.  Following his ordination to the 
priesthood on May 14, 2016, Father was assigned to St. Paul Catholic Center, the Newman Center for Indiana 
University and a parish of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. 

Corpus Christi Novena:  June 10 - 18
Corpus Christi Novena Schedule:  June 10 - 18

 The novena services will be at 7:15 PM on the weekdays starting Saturday, June 10, and will consist of  
Holy Mass and homily, followed by Night Prayer of the Church.  On the two Sundays, Trinity Sunday, June 11 
and the feast of Corpus Christi, June 18, the services will begin at 11:00 AM, with the  Holy Mass and homily.  
The novena will conclude on Corpus Christi Sunday with Benediction in the chapel.  Please join us and bring 
a friend along!  (Because of construction activities, there may not be an outdoor procession this year.)  There 
will be NO 7:15 AM Mass during the novena.  On weekdays the chapel will be open from 8:00 AM until 5:00 
PM; doors will reopen at 6:45 PM for Mass at 7:15 PM.  We will open at 9:00 AM on the two Sundays.  Corpus 
Christi Sunday, June 18, we will close for the day immediately following Benediction.

OUR CORPUS CHRISTI PREACHER
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echoes is published four times a year for the friends of the Dominican Cloistered 
Nuns, Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament, 29575 Middlebelt Road, 
Farmington Hills MI 48334-2311

WEB ADDRESS:  www.opnuns-fh.org 
Donate on-line via PayPal or “Givng”

Prayer Line:  248-626-8253

Coming This November
(Corrections)

2nd Annual Benefit
Dinner (Nov. 9)

Christmas Bazaar
(Nov. 10-11)

Stay Tuned for
Additional Details

In this issue:  Father David celebrates his 40th anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood, page 6. Construction update 
is on pages 4 & 5.

Above:  The Ramiz Sheena Family table at the Banquet  
 in 2016
Below:  Christmas bazaar, 2010


